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Iâ€™d say that as long the reserves are there, the regime will continue to make use of them. The

regime does understand that this is ultimately more effective. But as these resources are

progressively exhausted â€“ and this will certainly happen in the absence of any reforms â€“ the

regime will be forced to deploy leftist methods, because these are very good at prolonging

regimesâ€™ lifespans. They bring the economy down but prop up the regime. Given that the

Russian economy is relatively powerful, they could extend the life of the regime for decades.
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